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over and get my Virginian bishopric,1 he will persuade me
to go with him, for the Vienna project is off; which is a
great disappointment to the design I had of displaying my
politics at the Emperor's Court2 I do not like the subject
you have assigned me to entertain you with. Crowther is
sick, to the comfort of all quiet people,3 and Frowde is reveur
apeindre* Mr. Addison and I often drink your health,and
this day I did it with Will Pate, a certain adorer of yours,
who is both a bel esprit and a woollen-draper.5 The Whigs
carry all before them, and how far they will pursue their
victories, we underrate Whigs can hardly tell. I have not
yet observed the Tories' noses; their number is not to be
learnt by telling of noses, for every Tory has not a nose.

It is a loss you are not here to partake of three weeks
frost, and eat ginger-bread in a booth by a fire upon the
Thames. Mrs. Floyd looked out with both her eyes, and
we had one day's thaw: but she drew in her head, and it
now freezes as hard as ever.6 As for the Convocation, the
Queen thought fit to prorogue it, though at the expense of

State for Ireland was distinct, and, as has been mentioned (suj)ra%
p. S6, n. 3), was then a sinecure held by Edward Southwell.

1  Scott (" Life," p. 97) and Sheridan (" Life," p. 57) think that the
appointment of Swift as Bishop of Virginia was seriously contem-
plated, Sheridan being of opinion that it was a scheme of the Whigs
to get Swift out of the way, but both Forster (" Life,33 p. 239) and Craik
(i, p. 227) treat the suggestion as a jest.

2  Supra^ p. 117.

3  The reference is to Thomas Crowther, who commanded the regi-
ment of horse now known as the  King's  Dragoon Guards at the
battle of Blenheim, and became a Major-General.  He was author of
a pamphlet called "The Naked Truth," and of lines entitled "The
Brussels Postscript," for both of which he is severely satirized hy
Steele (see "The Tatler,33  edited by G. A. Aitken, and  Dalton's
" Blenheim Roll," p. 13).

4  Su$ra^ p. 101, n. 2.

5  Pate, who was known as the learned woollen-draper, was "a
familiar figure in the literary society of his epoch.33  It has been sug-
gested ("D. N. B.,"xliv, 12) that he was "taken tip the more warmly
because to men like Steele and Swift the combination of literary taste
with the practice of trade was something of a novel sensation.35

6  From 26 December to 9 January frost had continued "with great
violence,33 accompanied by " very great snows.73 On the evening of the
9th a thaw set in, but the next day frost came again, and with some
intermissions the severe weather continued until March,  te Mrs. Biddy
Floyd" was a lady who lived with Lady Elizabeth Germaine (supra^
p. no, n. i), and to her Swift addressed in that year "The Receipt to
form a Beauty'3 (see "Poetical Works " and " Prose Works,33 \\es of Ireland/1 xxxiv, 134) " that his choice of Addison as
